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Incorporated Village of Asharoken
Board of Trustees Meeting
Tuesday, June 3, 2025 6:30pm
Village Hall
Approximate Attendance (18)
Approved Minutes
Officers Present:
Greg Letica, Mayor
Pam Pierce, Deputy Mayor
Melvin Ettinger, Trustee
Laura Burke, Trustee

Officials & Appointees Present:

Bruce Migatz, Village Attorney

Emily Hayes, Treasurer

Doug Adil, Building Inspector

Raymond Mahdesian, Officer-in-Charge

Bill Raish, Emergency Manager & Deputy Harbormaster

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Trustee Ettinger made a motion to approve the Board Meeting minutes for May 6, 2024,
seconded by Trustee Burke.

Trustee Burke AYE
Trustee Ettinger AYE
Deputy Mayor Pierce AYE
Mayor Letica AYE

Motioned Carried.

Mayors Report: On Wednesday May 28, Asharoken Deputy Mayor Pam Pierce and I spoke to New
York Governor Kathy Hochul to discuss the State’s assistance in reconstructing the Asharoken
seawall. We had a very productive meeting. We showed her how deteriorated the seawall was and
the conditions during storms at the seawall, and we explained the importance of the seawall for the
safety of the residents of Eaton’s Neck. [ was impressed by the Governor’s interest in the issue, and
I am extremely hopeful that when the time is right, NYS will be able to provide the needed financial
support.

During the month the Village received reimbursement from DASNY for the repair of the seawall
that was done earlier in the year. The Village also received reimbursement from FEMA for its
second request for re-imbursement.

GEI informed the Village that final engineering for the seawall reconstruction has approximately
reached the 90% level. Additionally, the upland and bathymetric survey work was completed for
the beach reconstruction aspect of the project.

During the month I reviewed the bank reconciliations for the fiscal year 2024-25. This was one of
the tasks that the NYS Comptroller’s office suggested the Village should do on a monthly basis.
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Trustees:

Deputy Mayor Pierce: During the month [ participated in a webinar with Trustee Ettinger regarding
federal grant funding for police hiring. As the mayor noted, I attended a meeting with Governor
Hochul regarding state participation in funding for the seawall. I reviewed the DOT Masterplan
agreement, a letter from the PBA attorney, reviewed the May draft minutes, the police report, the
abstract, payment vouchers and checks. Finally, I arranged to have a tree planted on Friday with the
donation from the Asharoken Garden Club.

Trustee Ettinger: During last month,  had numerous meetings and conversations with Officer-in-
Charge Ray Mahdesian regarding a number of police related matters. Once again, [ am happy to
report that we had another “good month”, which Ray will comment on further in his report.

A very important subject that OIC Ray Mahdesian, Mayor Letica and [ have been discussing during
the month has been related to our current police staffing and our staffing needs going forward.
With the two new part time officers that we recently added we expect to be fine for our immediate
needs. However, we remain concerned about our ability to replace the two full time officers that we
recently lost, in a timely fashion. As I previously explained at last month’s meeting, hiring a new full
time officer is a very time consuming matter because of the Civil Service procedures that needs to
be adhered to. Since starting the process, we have some recent progress toward finding a suitable
new full time police officer candidate, but it will still take us more time to complete process. As
such, we are also continuing to look to hire some additional part time police officers to be suitably
staffed in case of an emergency situation.

Some other matters that [ was involved in during the month are as follows:

On May 20t, Deputy Mayor Pam Pierce and I attended a webinar entitled The FY25 COPS Hiring
Program, that provides US Department Of Justice Grants, in some certain situations, for adding
additional police officers to one’s current staff. These grants were primarily aimed at large police
departments and really did not apply to small police departments such as ours. [ reviewed the
proposed new Verizon Cable Franchise Renewal Agreement and some comments that we received
from some of our residents. I also reviewed the Revised Master Agreement that we recently
received from the NY DOT regarding the seawall, foils and various correspondences, last month’s
BOT Regular Meeting’s Minutes, and finally, this month’s Abstracts for the Payment Vouchers.

Trustee Burke: Reviewed the minutes from prior meeting, police report, vouchers and abstracts, the
Verizon contract and resident comments and miscellaneous correspondence.

Village Treasurer: Emily Hayes reported the vouchers totaled $90,654.15 with $66,419.81 in May
vouchers and $24,234.34 in June vouchers. Included in the vouchers is the yearly payment for
worker’s comp insurance of $12,540.01 and the second half of the Grucci invoice for fireworks in
the amount of $12,500.00. There will be a separate resolution for the budget transfers this month.

Police Report: Officer Mahdesian reported 53 summonses and 1 traffic arrest this past month. The
department has begun 4t of July preparations. We started the marine season Memorial Day
weekend. Officer Mahdesian thanked Harbormaster Joe Affrunti for his tremendous efforts.

Attorney Migatz: The Zoning Board met on May 20th, one case, Edward and Laura Ross, 301
Asharoken Avenue. They were granted a special use permit to construct a 6 ft high fence seaward of
the house.



93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104

105

106
107

108
109
110

111
112

113

114

115

116

117

118

119
120
121

122
123
124

125
126
127
128
129

Superintendent of Buildings: Provided a response to a homeowner inquiring as to whether a
building permit is required to replace existing siding and roofing (No). Reviewed construction
drawings for proposed renovations to an existing garage at 196 Asharoken Av. Plans were
approved for a Building Permit. Responded to a homeowner on Asharoken Av. who inquired about
whether replacement of an existing walkway at grade requires a Building Permit, which is not the
case. In discussion with the Village Clerk (and because of contractors that install porta-potties near
the road) we revised the Building Permit application to require that such facilities be located at
least 20 feet from the road. Reviewed plans for construction of a new pergola at 276 Asharoken Av.,
which were approved for a permit. Reviewed plans for the construction of a new swimming pool at
106 Cove Road. Plans were approved for a Building Permit. Contacted the builder for the new home
at 399 Asharoken Av. regarding the lack of overnight construction fence closure. Builder stated he
would follow with his Project Manager to get this addressed.

SITE INSPECTIONS CONDUCTED:

159 Asharoken Av. Footings & FoundationFraming inspection- PASSED, no additional progress
to date.

250 Asharoken Av Structural improvements to existing home - Stop Work Order issued due to
construction of improvements not shown on Approved Drawings; Building
permit renewal required.

276 Asharoken Alterations-Main house -OK to issue C/0 once Electrical Inspection
report is received.

399 Asharoken New construction - Next inspection- Final

86 Cove Rd. Alterations to existing home -Drywall installations are underway.

561 Asharoken Av.  Alterations to existing home - Final inspection of main house-PASSED.
561 Asharoken Av. Hot tub/pool - Foundation structure- PASSED.

561 Asharoken Av. New detached garage - Foundation footings- not yet installed

71 Bevin Rd. Swimming Pool Const. - Construction is progressing

44 S. Harbor Rd. Alterations to Existing Home - New roof framing is not compliant with the
construction drawings. Architect provided new details to follow for compliance, Re-inspection of
roof framing found compliance with Architects’ construction plans.

44 S. Harbor Rd. Alterations to Existing Home - New exterior deck framing is not compliant
with the construction drawings. Replacement with the correct material is required. Re-inspection of
ledger boards found to be in compliance with Architects’ construction plans

Emergency Manager: Bill Raisch is working through a very voluminous 10 year permit application
for the DEC emergency repair of Asharoken Ave to have in place in the event we experience the loss
of the road.
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Deputy Harbormaster: Bill Raisch stated 14 bouys were put out prior to Memorial Day to have
more coverage in the harbor. Blessing of the Fleet will take place on Saturday at Northport Village
dock. He informed everyone that if you are going to be operating a marine vessel you must obtain a
boating safety certificate. You can take a course online or with the Coast Guard Auxilary, it's a total
of 8 hours of class.

Public Hearing: Verizon Cable Franchise Renewal Agreement

Mayor Letica opened the public hearing

Clerk Glennon read the public notice

Attorney Migatz reviewed the agreement with counsel, a lot of the franchise agreement is dictated
by federal law. In comparing the Cablevision agreement with the Verizon agreement, there is very
little difference in language. Attorney Migatz was able to tweak some of it, making sure insurance
was proper and things like that. In his opinion, the major difference between this agreement and
the prior agreement and the Cablevision agreement is that instead of it being a 10 year agreement,
it is now a 5 year agreement and Verizon has the right to terminate it at any time with 180 days
notice. Verizon is now doing that with all their agreements because the demand for cable is down so
they don’t want to be locked into a 10 year term. The previous agreement expired in 2019, Attorney
Migatz and Clerk Rittenhouse communicated with them via email requesting a proposed
agreement, they never sent it. The new one covers the next 5 years. Attorney Migatz noticed that
there are a lot of legal notices regarding Verizon renewing their cable contracts so it seems like they
put all of this on hold for a while with other villages as well. The payment to the village is the same,
5% of their gross revenue, which is the same as cablevision.

Mayor Letica summarized written comments received from residents:

-Joel & Jessica Fields are very happy with their Verizon service

-Larry Wurzel said he would like to add more cell sites in Asharoken to improve the service

-Jerry Spiegel noted that he was unhappy with the cost of the service and wants the village to
demand a better plan, he also noted that the internet speeds go up and down and complained about
a cable wire in front of his house

-Eric Maffei is also concerned about the service and suggests adding more small cell towers in the
village to improve service

Mayor Letica made a motion to close the public hearing, seconded by Trustee Ettinger.
Trustee Burke AYE

Trustee Ettinger AYE
Deputy Mayor Pierce AYE
Mayor Letica AYE

Motioned Carried.

Resolutions:
Resolution (2025-67) Be It Resolved that the Village Board approves the budget transfers for the
month of May 2025.

Trustee Ettinger made a motion to approve, seconded by Mayor Letica.

Trustee Burke AYE
Trustee Ettinger AYE
Deputy Mayor Pierce AYE
Mayor Letica AYE

Motioned Carried.

Resolution (2025-68) Be It Resolved that the Village Board does hereby approve the vouchers for
the months of May and June 2025 for a total amount of $90,654.15. $66,419.81 for May and
$24,234.34 for June, check #’s 11798 to 11835.
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Deputy Mayor Pierce made a motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Burke.

Trustee Burke AYE
Trustee Ettinger AYE
Deputy Mayor Pierce AYE
Mayor Letica AYE

Motioned Carried.

Resolution (2025-69) Be It Resolved that the Village Board does hereby approve the budget
adjustment to increase the Other General Government Aid Account (A3089.000) by $91,075.85 and
increase Public Works- Seawall/Shoreline Engineering Expenditure Account (A1490.200) by
$91,075.85; funds received from Request for Reimbursement #2 from the Hazard Mitigation grant.
Mayor Letica made a motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Ettinger.

Trustee Burke AYE
Trustee Ettinger AYE
Deputy Mayor Pierce AYE
Mayor Letica AYE

Motioned Carried.

Resolution (2025-70) Be It Resolved that the Village Board does hereby approve the budget
adjustment to increase the Other General Government Aid Account (A3089.000) by $30,525.63 and
increase Public Works Account (A1490.200) by $30,525.63; funds received from DASNY for the
seawall repair.

Mayor Letica made a motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Ettinger.

Trustee Burke AYE
Trustee Ettinger AYE
Deputy Mayor Pierce AYE
Mayor Letica AYE

Motioned Carried.

Resolution (2025-71) RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE OF ASHAROKEN TO RENEW
A CABLE FRANCHISE AGREEMENT WITH VERIZON NEW YORK INC. TO OPERATE A CABLE
SYSTEM IN THE VILLAGE OF ASHAROKEN, NY

WHEREAS, the Village of Asharoken, NY (the “Village”) is a “franchising authority” in accordance
with Title VI of the Communications Act of 1934, (the “Communications Act”), and is authorized to
grant one or more nonexclusive cable television franchises pursuant to Article 11 of the New York
Public Service Law, as amended, and Title 16, Chapter VIII, Parts 890.60 through 899, of the Official
Compilation of Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York, as amended (collectively the
“Cable Laws”); and

WHEREAS, the Village, executed a franchise agreement with Verizon New York, Inc. (the
“Franchisee”) on May 5, 2009 which was thereafter confirmed and made effective by the New York
State Public Service Commission for a term ten years; and

WHEREAS, said franchise agreement expired on June 18, 2019; and

WHEREAS, Franchisee has continued operating said cable system within the Village in accordance
with the provisions of the expired franchise agreement; and
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WHEREAS, Franchisee has submitted a proposed franchise renewal agreement (the “Franchise
Renewal Agreement”) to continue operating said cable system within the Village; and

WHEREAS, The Village and Franchisee have mutually agreed to the terms of said Franchise
Renewal Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the Village has determined that the Franchisee is and has been in substantial
compliance with all terms/provisions of its existing franchises and applicable law; and

WHEREAS, the Village has determined that Franchisee has the requisite legal, technical and
financial capabilities to operate cable systems within the Village and that Franchisee's proposals for
renewal of the franchises meet the cable related needs of the Community; and

WHEREAS, a duly noticed Public Hearing, affording an opportunity for all those

interested parties within the Village to be heard on the proposed Franchise Renewal Agreement
was held before the Village on June 3, 2025.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it

RESOLVED, that the Village determines that it is in the best interest of the public to award the
Franchise Renewal Agreement to the Franchisee; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Village hereby authorizes the Mayor to enter into the Franchise
Renewal Agreement with Verizon New York Inc. and to execute any other documents necessary to

effectuate the granting of the franchise renewal on behalf of the Village of Asharoken.

Mayor Letica made a motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Burke.

Trustee Burke AYE
Trustee Ettinger AYE
Deputy Mayor Pierce AYE
Mayor Letica AYE

Motioned Carried.

Resolution (2025-72) Be It Resolved that the Village Board does hereby accept the donation from
Vincent Manngard in the amount of $250. The funds will help support the cost of the barge, tugboat
and the 2025 Fireworks Event.

Mayor Letica made a motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Ettinger.

Trustee Burke AYE
Trustee Ettinger AYE
Deputy Mayor Pierce AYE
Mayor Letica AYE

Motioned Carried.

Resolution (2025-73) Be It Resolved that the Village Board does hereby approve a tent permit for
Elke Rittenhouse located at 11 Duck Island Lane from June 19, 2025 through June 23, 2025.
Mayor Letica made a motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Ettinger.

Trustee Burke AYE
Trustee Ettinger AYE
Deputy Mayor Pierce AYE
Mayor Letica AYE

Motioned Carried.
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Resolution (2025-74) Be It Resolved that the Village Board does hereby approve a tent permit for
Leslie Hepp located at 230A Asharoken Ave from June 7, 2025 through June 9, 2025.
Trustee Ettinger made a motion to approve, seconded by Mayor Letica.

Trustee Burke AYE
Trustee Ettinger AYE
Deputy Mayor Pierce AYE
Mayor Letica AYE

Motioned Carried.

Resolution (2025-75) Be It Resolved that the Village Board does hereby approve a tent permit for
Jeannine Halpern located at 3 Clam Shell Lane from July 1, 2025 to July 8, 2025.
Trustee Ettinger made a motion to approve, seconded by Mayor Letica.

Trustee Burke AYE
Trustee Ettinger AYE
Deputy Mayor Pierce AYE
Mayor Letica AYE

Motioned Carried.

New Business: No new business
Public Session: Mayor Letica opened public session

A question was asked regarding the police contract negotiations.

Another question was asked regarding issuing a building permit for an address where there is a
zoning application pending for a different part of the property.

Mayor Letica made a motion to exit public session, seconded by Trustee Ettinger.

Trustee Burke AYE
Trustee Ettinger AYE
Deputy Mayor Pierce AYE
Mayor Letica AYE

Motioned Carried.

Mayor Letica made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Trustee Ettinger.

Trustee Burke AYE
Trustee Ettinger AYE
Deputy Mayor Pierce AYE
Mayor Letica AYE

Motioned Carried.

The June 3, 2025, Regular board meeting of//the Board of Trustees was adjourned at approximately

7:00pm. %
Slgn C\
Mlchelle Glennon, Village Clerk =




