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FEBRUARY, 2014: ICED IN

ASHAROKEN BUDGET
2014-2015

 The proposed budget for 2014-2015 
maintains all of our current services, puts money 
aside for Asharoken’s future needs and keeps 
Asharoken on a strong financial footing. It will  
reflect current and anticipated revenues and 
expenditures as well as a modest tax rate increase 
of 1.5% as needed to balance our budget..  
 I would like to highlight a few of the 
components of the proposed budget that have 
changed from last year.   Our assessment roll for 
2014 has decreased approximately 1%, which 
has a direct effect on the Village’s tax rate. 
This assessment reduction is primarily due to 
small claims assessment review settlements and 
building projects in progress. Fortunately, this is 
a temporary trend which is expected to reverse 
itself next year.  Our contractual salaries, snow 
removal costs, fire contract costs and needed police 
equipment are several of the major expenditures 
that have increased.  The Village’s insurance costs, 
infrastructure reserves, pension costs and police 
car repairs expenditures have decreased helping 
offset some of the overall increases.   Several of our 
income line items were modified to better reflect 
anticipated revenues.
  The Board is proposing a tax rate 
increase of 1.50%.  A home, for example, assessed 
at 30,000 will incur a tax increase of $51.00. The 
1.50% tax rate increase is the lowest since 2005 and 
falls well below the average Village tax increase of 
3.7% since 2005.  In addition, the proposed tax levy 
of $1,631,746 falls under the New York State Tax 
Levy cap. 
 The complete proposed budget and other 

supporting documents are available for review at 
Asharoken.com and at Village Hall.  The Village 
will hold a public hearing on the proposed budget 
on Tuesday, April 1st, at 7:30 PM at the National 
Grid Power plant.  Please remember that photo ID 
is required to enter the grounds. Written comments 
can be sent to mayorgregletica@gmail.com or to 
Village Hall.  
 I would like to thank Village Clerk Nancy 
Rittenhouse, Treasurer Emily Hayes, and the 
Board of Trustees for their hard work in helping to 
prepare the proposed budget. It is a real challenge 
to prepare a budget that does what is needed for the 
Village, is fair to our residents and stays within the 
constraints of New York State Law. I feel confident 
that this budget does just that.
    Mayor Greg Letica
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NOTES 
FROM BIG 

BLUE
By Barry Bradley

 New York State enacted its Recycling Law in 
1992.  All municipalities must enforce this. 
 Recycling bottles and cans costs the Village 
$28 per ton.  Recycling newspaper and cardboard 
enables the Village to receive 61 cents per ton 
depending upon the rate on that date. Regular trash 
pick up costs $80 a ton, so adding bottles, cans, 
papers and cardboards means the Village has to 
pay more.  PLEASE RECYCLE.
 On May 28, 2010, New York State passed 
the E-Waste Recycling Law.  Computers, TVs, and 
other small electrical equipment must be taken to 
the Town of Huntington Recycling Center at 641 
New York Avenue.  They accept E-Waste Tuesday 
through Saturday, 8 AM to 4 PM.  Other household 
hazardous waste should be taken there Tuesday 
through Saturday between 9 AM and 3 PM.  For 
more information, call 631-427-6377.
 Please place your refuse and recycling 
containers at the curb by 8 AM.  Do not put it out the 
night before.  The total weight  of a single container 
should be no more than 50 pounds.
 Yard waste pickup begins in  April. (See 
calendar on back page.)  Here are the rules:
 • Materials must consist of leaves,  
bundled branches, and gardening debris.
 • Grass clippings, lumber, and stumps 
cannot be picked up.
 • All yard waste must be stored in clear 
plastic trash bags.
 • No more than eight bags will be picked up 
each month.
 • All bags must be placed at curbside. 
 • Please don’t put out your bags until the 
night before pick-up date.    
 Please consult the Asharoken Village 
Website at www.Asharoken.com and look under 
tab Government Services for specific information 
on what is and is not recyclable.

Be A Good Citizen

MAYOR’S LETTER
Dear Neighbors.
 Although for most of the winter it seemed 
as if the Village was the perfect place to film the 
next Ice Age movie, we have to be thankful that we 
were spared any major Nor’easters.  The emergence 
of the crocuses, daffodils and tulips will be a great 
contrast to the snow and ice. 
 Asharoken received excellent news in 
February.  What a good start for the New Year!

Fiscal Stress Test Aced
 The New York State Comptroller’s office 
has implemented a statewide fiscal monitoring 
system to identify local governments experiencing 
fiscal distress. The Village of Asharoken was 
classified as No Designation with a score of 0.0% 
as of December 31st 2013.  The Village’s result 
is the highest ranking possible and indicates that 
Asharoken is in a very good position financially. 
According to Newsday, Asharoken is one of only 
eleven villages on Long Island to receive a perfect 
score.
 The statewide monitoring system identifies 
local governments that are experiencing fiscal 
distress. The goal of the system is to inform 
municipal leaders and taxpayers of the economic 
and budgetary challenges facing their locality so 
that actions can be taken to avoid fiscal crisis.

Village Awarded Grant
 The Village of Asharoken was awarded 
a $27,000 grant from Justice Court Assistance 
Program.  This money will be used for the 
reconstruction of Village Hall. Village Clerk Nancy 
Rittenhouse was instrumental in getting the Village 
this needed grant.  The Village is awaiting news 
on two other grants that we have applied for. The 
Village has applied for a FEMA Hazard Mitigation 
Grant in the amount of $73,875.  Additionally, 
through the office of Senator Carl Marcellino, the 
Village applied for a $50,000 NYS and Municipal 
Facilities Program Grant.  Both of these grants, if 
awarded, are for the reconstruction of Village Hall.
 This snowy winter has so far seen the 
Village use about 2/3rds of its snow removal 
budget. Like other communities, the road has 

Please turn to Page Eight
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Farewell Crown Vics  
   The most popular patrol vehicle in police 
departments across the nation for decades is no 
longer in production.  Ford Motor Company this past 
year discontinued manufacturing the classic Crown 
Victoria Police Interceptor, leaving departments 
searching for a suitable alternative.
     After much research, Asharoken’s police 
department decided upon the Dodge Special Service 
Durango to replace two Crown Vics that were no 
longer able to be reasonably repaired.  One car was 
12 years old, and the other was 8 years old, each 

having well over 100,000 hard miles.
     The two new vehicles have all-wheel drive, which 
will allow officers to respond safely to serve the 
Village in all types of weather, something that was 
not possible in the Crown Vics.  The Dodges also 
provide more room  for equipment and personnel.
     The purchasing process for acquiring new 
vehicles is strictly regulated by law.  Accordingly, 
the Village advertised the specifications required for 
the new police vehicles and vendors were invited to 
bid.  Huntington Jeep Chrysler Dodge was awarded 
the bid by the Board of Trustees, actually coming 
in lower than the New York State contract price, a 
definite saving for the village.  
     The cars were then purchased from the Village’s 

POLICE 
REPORT
By Ray Mahdesian, 
Officer-in-Charge

Police Commissioner Mel Ettinger and Officer Ray Mahdesian

Please turn to Page Four

 The 2014 General Village Election for 
officers will be held on Tuesday, June 17, 2014, from 
noon-9pm at the Eaton’s Neck Fire Department 
(55 Eaton’s Neck Road).  The location is subject 
to change. There are four positions up for election: 
Trustee, a two (2) year term; Trustee, a two (2) year 
term; Mayor, a two (2) year term; Justice, a four (4) 
year term.
 Are you registered to vote? Will you need 
an absentee ballot? Contact the Village Hall for 
assistance.  The last day for individuals who 
register with the Suffolk County Board of 
Elections to be eligible to vote in the Village 
election is Friday, June 6th, 2014.  To register to 
vote, an individual must be: a citizen of the United 
States;  at least 18 years of age on Election Day; a  
proven resident of New York State and Asharoken 
Village for at least 30 days preceding the election
 Voter Registration form and absentee voting 
information are available at Village Hall or by 
calling the Suffolk County Board of Elections: 852-
4500.
 Will you need an Absentee Application?
 If they are sent by mail, they must be received 
by June 10.  If by walk-in, Absentee Applications 
can be handed in to Village Hall until the June 16th 
deadline.  No Absentee Applications can be given 
or received on Election Day!

VILLAGE ELECTION
Remember To Vote

THANKS, TONY
 Here’s a gift good for a whole year!  The 
tide table  inserted in this newsletter was created 
by Tony Wenderoth who has donated these copies 
to his neighbors. Aware that it’s an essential for 
Asharoken, he was happy to print it and glad to 
share it with  other residents. He explains its 
provenance, “It’s based on the official information 
about tides in Huntington, which are identical to 
ours within a minute or two.”
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POLICE REPORT continued.

VIEW 
FROM THE 
HARBOR

By Deputy Harbormaster
 Barry Bradley

 A new boating law that will affect all motor 
boaters will go into effect on May 1st, 2014.
 

 All individuals born on or after 5/1/96 are 
now required to successfully complete an approved 
course in Boater Education in order to operate a 
motor boat.  Approved courses include those offered 
by New York State Parks Department, Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, the United States Power Squadron, and 
the Huntington Harbormasters Department.  All 
operators of a P.W.C. (jet ski) must have taken a 
Boating Safety Course.  All operators who are 
required to complete the boating safety course must 
carry the certificate with them while operating a 
mechanically propelled vessel.  Students  must 
be at least 10 years of age and have completed a 
minimum of 8 hours of classroom instruction over 
a period of years.  The law will be phased in to 
include all the operators of a vessel.
 Another new rule for boaters will take 
effect at the same time.  A new program will now 
permit you to choose to have your Boating Safety 
Certificate noted on your driver’s license.  The 
DMV will maintain a record of those completing 
the course and automatically place the icon (an 
anchor) on the license each time it is renewed.  
Boating Safety Certificates are permanent and do 
not expire.

New Boating Rules

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED

The annual Asharoken 
holiday party will be held on 

November 1st.  
Please help out with this event.

Call Carole Casamassima at 261-1895.

reserve fund for vehicle replacement.  Funds are 
placed in the reserve account each year so that there 
will be enough available when we need it.  The 
last time the Village purchased a police car was six 
years ago when we took delivery of our last Crown 
Vic in 2008.  That car is still in service.  
     We maintain our police cars carefully.  They have 
to be able to perform under emergency conditions.  
We need to keep our officers safe, and at the same 
time we need to be able to apprehend violators 
and serve the residents promptly in all types of 
situations.  Mindful of taxpayer dollars, we make 
our vehicles last as long as possible; repair bills and 
safety considerations dictate the necessity of car 
replacement.
      The arrival of a new police car is always 
appreciated by our officers, but none was more 
appreciated than the 2002 Crown Vic and the 2004 
Chevy Tahoe.  Believe it or not, both these cars 
were gifts to the village by Steve Bogyay and his 
sister Anna, both  former residents of Asharoken.  
I have always been amazed at the generosity of 
Asharoken’s residents, and their contributions are 
certainly a stellar example!
     We look forward to serving you well in your new 
cars!
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When are building permits required?

Building Permits are required for the following:
1.   New structures or alterations to existing structures
2.   Shed, barn, garage, pergola or any accessory structure
3.   Swimming pool or tennis court
4.   Retaining wall
5.   Bulkhead & Stairs
6.   Rock Revetment
7.   Docks
8.   Demolition work 
9.   Tree removal (See Tree Permit, page 7.)
10. Propane tank installation
11.  Chimney & fireplace
12.  New driveway & entrance columns
13.  Masonry work
14.  New windows that require new structural framing
15.  Installation of a generator
16.  Gas conversion, air conditioning unit
17.  Solar panels 
18.  Alteration of existing attic or cellar for living space
19.  Re-roofing where sheathing is replaced, cavity must be inspected and insulation installed. Two-                   
       layer maximum per State Building Code.
20.  Replacement windows in bedrooms that change the size of window.
 

Building Permits are not required for the following:
1.  Gutters, leaders and siding
2.  Replacement of windows and doors that fit existing openings, without requiring new structural   
     framing, (except bedrooms)
3.  Fencing: Be sure to place all fencing within your property line
4.  Repair of deteriorated exterior floor decking
5.  Asphalt driveway, replace or layer over existing (Cutting into the roadway requires a permit)
6.  Replacing like-kind fixtures in kitchen or bathroom

 Building Application forms are available on the Asharoken website, go to www.asharoken.com  
Government tab, then permits and applications. 

BUILDING PERMITS

ASHAROKEN.COM IS THE PLACE TO GO
This web site,  created by Eric Maffei and Steve Trombetti,  provides answers to 
all your questions about our Village and its scheduled events plus emergency 
information when required.  The larger local community is represented as well.   
Check it out!



Redwing Black Bird

 Despite the snow and cold weather the 2014 
birding season has begun with a bang.  I recorded 
the 50th species on January 28th.  During the last 

10 years I have 
been keeping an 
annual list. In the 
past, the earliest 
date I reached 
50 species was 
February 16th.  

  One of the 
highlights was  a 
Great Horned 
Owl, which could 
be heard and seen 

on the hill across the street from Village Hall. 
Many people also commented to me about the 
overwintering flocks of Starlings and Robins which, 
although very common, are not normally seen here 
in January.
 Spring. though, is on its way with the arrival 
of Grackles, Redwing Black Birds, and Brown 
Headed Cowbirds on February 23rd.  These three 
species appear to migrate together; usually all of 
them appear on the same day.                
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E-MAIL INFORMATION
Asharoken Community Connections

 We are continuing to collect E-Mail 
addresses from all residents within the Village of 
Asharoken.  If you would like to share your e-mail 
address with us, we will include it in our “E-Mail 
Contact List”.  You will then be e-mailed important 
notices, correspondence from the Board of Trustees, 
road closure information, trash schedule updates, 
emergency bulletins, etc. If you have a caretaker or 
relative whom you feel should be informed of this 
information, please provide their e-mail address as 
well. We appreciate your participation. The better 
we can communicate to our Asharoken Community 
the better we can serve all of you.
 Please either bring the following information 
to Village Hall or e-mail it to Rittenhousevc@gmail.
com:

Name:
Address:

Primary E-Mail Address:
Secondary E-Mail Address:
Phone Number (Optional):
Cell Number (Optional):

BIRDING
By Greg Letica

Birds Of Spring 

VILLAGE 
REAL PROPERTY

TAX BILLS
 
 The 2014-2015 Asharoken Village Tax 
bills will be sent out on or about May 15th.  
Village tax bills are sent out once a year, due 
June 1st thru July 1st without penalty.  If you 
have made any changes with your mortgage 
company or are now paying your village taxes 
directly to the Village please contact Village 
Hall at 631-261-7098 so we may make the 
necessary corrections. 

    Ospreys should be returning the week after 
St. Patrick’s Day.  Many people are eagerly waiting 
to see if a pair nests and raises chicks on the new 
nest platform on Asharoken Ave.  Last year was a 
bad year for the Ospreys —for only the second time 
the pair on Duck Island did not have any chicks.
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IT’S PERMIT 
SEASON AGAIN

Tent Permit
The Board of Trustees must approve the request 
for a Tent Permit; once approval is complete, the 
fee must be submitted. Dates of installation and 
removal must be noted on the permit. Fee is $10.00.

 Mooring Permit 
All moorings located in the Bay behind Village 
Hall require a Mooring Permit. Applications are 
available at Village Hall. Seasonal fee is $125.00.

Water Ski Permit
Water Ski Permits are required in order to water 
ski in the area of Duck Island Harbor.  Applications 
are reviewed and approved by the Village Police 
Department.  Applications are available at Village 
Hall. Seasonal Fee is $70.00.

Tree Permit
Tree Permits are required for any deciduous tree 
cutting that exceeds 45 inches in circumference 
and any evergreen that exceeds 24 inches in 
circumference.  A tree is measured three feet from 
the ground and around the trunk of the tree at that 
point.  All trees that are subject to removal must 
be marked with orange surveyor’s tape or a similar 
method of identification. Tree Permit applications 
must be approved by the Board for Conservation of 
the Environment.  Trees that are within 15 feet of 
the perimeter of a structure can be removed without 
a permit.  Please check with the Village Clerk in 
order to confirm.  No Fee is required.

SIGHTINGS
Please send pictures of 
Asharoken animal, scenic 
or event sightings with 
details for inclusion in 
the next issue.  E-mail to 
joang30@gmail.com. Call 
631-261-5897.

MAYOR LA GUARDIA 
SLEPT HERE

 Fiorello La Guardia served three terms as 
Mayor of New York, from 1933 through 1945. 
A champion of the Progressive Movement,  he 
expanded the 
w o r k - r e l i e f 
program for 
unemployed, 
stabilized the 
budget, ended 
c o r r u p t i o n , 
created a new  
mer i t -based 
civil service, 
and with his Parks Commissioner, Robert Moses, 
built the West Side Highway, East River Drive, 
Brooklyn Battery Tunnel, Triborough Bridge, and 
two airports. He also brought the 1939 World’s 
Fair to New York City.  During a 1945 newspaper 
delivery strike, he read the “funnies” over the radio 
to the delight of children and adults. ( See  picture.)
 According to Faded Laurels by Edward 
Carr, Fiorello La Guardia rented a summer home 
at 277 Asharoken Avenue during 1937 and 1938.  
During his stay, extra telephones were installed so 
he could run much of New York City from here.  
Unfortunately, during the Hurricane of 1938, Mrs. 
La Guardia was trapped in a second floor bedroom 
As a result of that experience, the family decided to 
summer elsewhere in the future.
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BEACH LOT OWNERS
 Platforms, tents, awnings or other structures 
of any kind are not permitted on any vacant lot.  
Temporary tents are allowable by applying for a 
tent permit. All beach items should be removed 
and stored away after the summer season. Parking 
on the vacant parking areas opposite Asharoken 
Beach requires a beach lot parking pass. Beach Lot 
passes were sent out this week, look for your beach 
parking passes in the mail.  The snow fence will 
be left up this year throughout the season to help 
secure the dune, if you need an opening made to 
get to your beach lot, please give us a call at Village 
Hall 631-261-7098

taken a bit of a beating and many of the pot holes 
have recently been filled by Town of Huntington 
Highway and Northport Highway Departments. 
The section of the roadway between Bevin Road 
and the Eaton’s Neck border is in particular need 
of repair and the Village is soliciting estimates to 
re-pave it. Asharoken Avenue is expected to be re-
striped this spring.
 On January 24th, an extremely cold and 
windy day, Deputy Mayor Pam Pierce and I took 3 
members of the Army Corps of Engineers on a site 
visit to the Sound-side beach. The Army Corps is 
continuing to work on finalizing their plan for the 
beach restoration.  On February 26th, Congressman 
Steve Israel met with Colonel Owens of the Army 
Corps and discussed the beach restoration project 
with him. 
  The Village Hall Project continues moving 
forward on both the FEMA reimbursement side and 
on completing the bid package.  FEMA has advised 
us that they are 98% done with their review process 
and I hope we will get a final answer in the next 
several weeks.  This continues to be a frustrating 
bureaucratic process and a great deal of patience 
is required. Hopefully the adage that good things 
come to those who wait will apply to Village Hall.
 In closing, Linda and I would like to wish 
everyone a very happy Passover and Easter. It 
will be a real treat to celebrate these two vernal 
milestones in true spring weather. 
    Regards,
    Mayor Greg Letica

MAYOR’S LETTER continued.

AfterBefore &
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 Our homes typically have either a Septic Disposal System or a Cesspool to dispose of sanitary waste. 
Depending on the age of the home and whether the system has been replaced (and when) you might have either 
type.    The similarities and differences between these two systems are explained below.

Septic Disposal Systems
 Its basic components are the septic tank  and the leaching field (soil absorption area). Here is how the 
system works:  Waste flows from the home into the septic tank. Organic solids float to the top and inorganic solids 
sink to the bottom of the tank.  Natural occurring bacteria in the septic tank converts the organic solids to liquid.  
The clear liquid in between the “solids” and “sludge” layers flows into the leaching field.

How does a Septic Disposal System fail? 
 Solid buildup is the problem! By not servicing and maintaining your system properly, solids build up within 
the septic system and flow into the leaching field. This clogs the leaching field and could permanently destroy the 
field.   As well, household cleaners like detergents, toilet cleaners, bleach, and disinfectants kill the natural bacteria 
in the septic tank. Most systems that fail prematurely are due to improper maintenance.  
 If you notice any of the following signs or if you suspect your septic system may be having problems, 
contact a qualified septic professional. The warning signs are:
 Odors, surfacing sewage, or wet spots in the drainfield area
 Plumbing or septic tank backups (often a black liquid with a disagreeable odor)
 Slow draining fixtures
 Gurgling sounds in the plumbing system
 If you have a well and tests show the presence of coliform (bacteria) or nitrates, your drainfield may be 

failing
 Lush green grass over the drainfield, even during dry weather

Cesspool Systems
 The basic component is a cesspool, typically made of open concrete blocks laid in a circular pattern with a 
concrete cover.  Here is the how the cesspool system works: Waste flows from the home into the cesspool. Organic 
solids float to the top and inorganic solids sink to the bottom of the tank. Natural occurring bacteria in the cesspool 
converts the organic solids to liquid. The clear liquid flows out the sides of the tank and into the surrounding soil.

How does a Cesspool system fail? 
 Solid buildup is again the problem! By not servicing and maintaining your system properly, solids build 
up within the tank and clog the pores of the cesspool walls. This will prevent liquid from escaping the tank into the 
surrounding soil. In addition, the presence of inorganic household substances in the tank, like toilet cleaners, bleach, 
and anti-bacterial soaps will also turn into solids, clog the cesspool walls, and cause a system overflow.
 The most important step to maintaining your septic tank is to remove sludge and scum build-up before 
it washes into the drainfield.   How often your cesspool or tank needs pumping depends on the size of the tank, 
the number of people in your household, the volume of water used, and amount of solids (from humans, garbage 
disposals, and any other wastes) entering the system. Generally, tanks should be pumped every 3 to 5 years.

 A failing system can become a source of pollution and public health concern, causing property damage, 
ground and surface water pollution and disease outbreaks. Once your septic system fails to operate effectively, you 
may need to replace it, costing you thousands of dollars. Plus, if you sell your home, your septic system must be 
in good working order.  It makes good sense to understand and care for your septic system.  Septic and cesspool 
systems are designed to provide long-term, effective treatment of household waste when operated and maintained 
properly.

SEPTIC SYSTEM & CESSPOOL BASICS
By Doug Adil, R.A.

Building Superintendent and Flood Plain Manager
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 In the Summer of 1894, a local bayman, Stanley Lowndes, received a lease from the State of New 
York to harvest oysters and clams from Long Island Sound.  Lowndes used a steam driven oyster dredge 
to work the bottom of the Sound between Eaton’s Neck and Lloyd Neck beginning where the New York 
and Connecticut state line exists in the middle of Long Island Sound and then 
working his way south.  By the Autumn, his dredge had proceeded into the “grey” 
area where Long Island Sound turns into Huntington Bay between Eaton’s Neck  
and Lloyd Neck.
 The Town of Huntington noticed Lowndes moving further and further 
south, and ordered him to stop.  The Town Attorney stated that the Town Trustees 

owned the bottom of Huntington Bay, not the State 
of New York.  Lowndes replied that he thought he was still in Long Island 
Sound, and not quite in Huntington Bay.  The Town then initiated a lawsuit 
against Lowndes, and the State of New York jumped into the suit joining with 
Lowndes.  The State’s position was to question the very validity of the Town’s 
claim to “own” the bottom of the Huntington and Northport Bay Complex.

 The lawsuit moved through the courts, and eventually went to the United 
States Supreme Court in Washington, D.C.  The United States Supreme Court 

ruled that the colonial patents held by Huntington were valid, so that the Trustees rightfully owned the 
Bay and Harbor bottoms in the Township.  The Supreme Court also drew a very definitive demarcation 
line starting at Target Rock on Lloyd Neck, and heading in a north-east direction to a monument near what 
is today “Coast Guard Cove.”  This line became known as the “Lowndes Line” and separated the Town’s 
underwater lands of Huntington Bay from the bottom of Long Island Sound owned by the State of New 
York.

THE HISTORIC BENEFITS OF SHELLFISH
By Ed Carr, Village Historian

Intertidal marsh 
eel-grass is an 
important part 

of shellfish 
reproduction and a 

healthy harbor

Please turn to Page Eleven



 Despite much too  much of that obnoxious 
white stuff, don’t give up! One of these days, snow 
will disappear till next year and Asharoken will turn 
green again.  Here’s a list of of things to do when 
the new season arrives.

EARLY APRIL
Plant trees and shrubs
Re-seed areas on the lawn as long as it is not muddy
Prepare the soil in vegetable and annual beds
Sow seeds of garden peas, sweet peas, and radishes
Fertilize fruit trees

MID APRIL
Set out strawberries and protect them with mulch
Plant new roses
Prune early flowering shrubs immediately after  
flowering
Plant and divide perennials through the middle of May
Sow seeds outdoors of hardy annuals, such as   
cornflowers, larkspur, annual popplies

MAY
Second and third sowings of vegetables for continual 
fruition
Plant dahlias, cannas and daylilies
Stagger planting of gladiolus through late June
Sow seeds of lima and green beans, corn, tomatoes, 
eggpplant, peppers, cucmber, and squash
Fertilze roses every two to three weeks

JUNE
Remove old flowers but not foliage from spring bulbs
Prune shrubs after flowering
Late June is the last chance to fertilize trees and shrubs
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 In the Lowndes lawsuit, the Huntington-
Northport Bay Complex was described as the most 
abundant shellfish producing area along the entire 
North Shore of Long Island from Flushing to Orient.  
Today, however, the complex is a mere shadow of 
its former self.  Neighboring Oyster Bay currently 
produces a shocking 90% of the oyster harvest in 
New York  State.  Our complex produces very little.  
This change is due to the poor water quality that has 
plagued our area for decades.  
 Only recently, local governments are 
beginning to address this issue with a host of 
initiatives.  There are new sanitary and cesspool 
standards, shellfish beds are being re-stocked using 
aquaculture, sewage treatment plants are being 
upgraded, and more storm water runoff is being 
captured before making its way into the harbors.  
Communities are are also working to dredge areas 
to increase depths and tidal flushing.
 Shellfish play a vital role in cleaning up the 
waterfront.  They are nature’s “natural” filters.  They 
pulsate, filtering in 30 to 50 gallons of seawater 
each day, and consume algae in the process.  The 
abundance of shellfish is what historically kept 
our harbors and bays clean for centuries, and 
their positive effect on local estuaries cannot be 
understated.  Returning the Huntington- Northport 
Bay Complex back to the condition it was in when 
Lowndes plied the harbors and bays is a lofty goal, 
and will ultimately benefit everyone who uses and 
enjoys the waterfront.

BENEFITS OF SHELLFISH continued. SPRING IS COMING
By  Joan G. Hauser, Editor



Village of  Asharoken

1 Asharoken Avenue

Northport, New York, 11768
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